A Studg of the Book of Fsalms - \Neck 10

Read Fsalm 63

i. Scholars contend that the historical context of Fsalm 6% is David’s scjoum in
the oFJuclaea (] Samue] 21-3% ]).

2. T]ﬁe wilderness in the Ol& T estamentis a Place where in (God is
tes’ced, renewecl, and strengthenecl‘

\/erses |4

5. |tis more than signhcicant that the Psa]mist bcgins }33 remccrring to(Godas

(od.

4. ]n verse |, the Psalmist expresses the need or longing for God in terms of a

dcspcrate

5. For the Psa]mist, the re]ationslﬂip with (God is not simplg one option among

many, but a of life.

6. ]t is ]ogica! that the Psalmist would remember where he/she felt closest to God,
namel\g, the of God.

7- \/erse 3 rePresents a sort of that Paradoxica”y means the
discovcrg of the fullness of life as (God’s gracious giFt. (Sec Mark 8:55).

\/erses 5-8

8. | he central Portion of Psalm 63 is bounded 139 references to “my soul” in verses
5 and 8, signaling that the real subject of the Psalm continues to be _

9. |nverse 7 the Psalmist, atleast implicitlg, renounces , choosing to

live instead in fundamental &ependence upon (hod and GGod's Provision forlife.



\/crscs 9-11

Thc Promcoursd c{cpth of the Psalmist’sjog is evident in this section, where we
learn that the Psalmist’sjog takes Place amid to his or her life.

For the Psa]mists Gﬁere and elsewhere in the Psa!ms), God’s ]hce~giving, life-

sus’caining and are experiencc& amid threat and su)CFering.

(566 Fsalm Z§>

Thc final affirmation of the Psa]m — “the mouth of liars will be stopped” — stands

n relationship to the oPening verb “© Y

]n the final ana]gsis, the “stoppccl,” closed mouth sgmboiizcs , rcsu!ting

from violent oPPosition to (God and (God'’s purposes, whereas the open, Praise~
filled mouth sgmbolizes _____as Gocl intends it to be.

The Psalmist in Psalm 63 is a wonderful cxamplc of how we in our relationship

with (God are to to live (w.4,6) and to live to (w.3,5,11).

]n preparation for next week read Fsalm 84
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Psalm 84
Discussion Questions

Read Psalm 84
1. What is the “longed” referred to in verse2? Why is the psalmist drawn by
the courts of the Lord? Why does he cry out for the living God? What are
the characteristics of that longing that God would like to see in our lives?
Describe a time in your life where you “longed” to worship in God’s house.
What was the experience like for you?

2. What does it mean to have our strength in the Lord (v. 5)? What does it
mean to go from strength to strength (v.7)? Can you think of any examples
in your own life of going from strength to strength?

3. Inverse 10 the psalmist states that he would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of the Lord than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness. What is he saying about his love for the Lord?

State your own preference for God by filling in the blanks with your own
words: | would rather than . Try to

come up with two or three different statements.

4. Inverse 11 we read that “no good thing will be withheld from
those who walk devoutly.” Yet, in our earthly lives there are times when
this promise seems untrue. What does this statement mean? How do we
apply it to our own lives?



