A Stuclg of the Book of Fsalms - Wee‘( 9

Fsa!m 51

I. Fsalmsiisoncof Penitentia] Psa]ms that is aPProPriatelg assignc& the ]ectionarg for
Ash Weénesc{ag.

2. Fsalm 51 is one of thirteen Psa]ms that cite a sPeciFic ________ in the life of Davic! (see

also[7ss.3,7,18,34,52,54,56,57,59, 60, 63, and 142).

3. T he narrative context for Psalm 51 (i.e., 2 Samuel 11-12) and David’s words and testimony
accentuatesthe of divine grace.

\erses 1 - 6

4. The vocabu]arg of divine o (ie., mercy, steadfast love and abundant mercg) dominates
verse | even before the word s introduced.

5. The vocabu]arg of divine grace in Psalm 51 resonates the same ]anguage that we find in

6. The Pervasiveness of the Psalmist’s sinis highlightecl }39 the words transgression, sin,
iniquit}j and _

7. Verse 5 has been a focal Point in the church’s formulation of the doctrine of

sin.

8. Verse 6 eloquentlg affirms that the final word is not sin but that derives from

attentiveness to (Jod’s ways and radical &epenclence upon (God.

\/erses /-12

9. An interesting change in the order of the Psalmist’s requests between verses 1b-2 and 7-9

suggests a in the Psa]mis’c’s experience.

10. | he reversal or that takes Place in the Psalmist is best rePrcscntcd bg the

Phrase “create in me a clean heart, O God>



i1. | he mention of (God’s o SPirit is unusual and occurs in only one other Place in the
entire Old T estament (Jsaiah 63:10-11).

12. The Phrase “loy oFgour salvation” is better understood when we realize that in the Old

Testament, “salvation” is the of conditions that makes Possible the life God

intends.

15 The aPProPriatc response bg the Psalmist to bcing restored bg (God to new life is found in
the Phrasc “wi”ing spirit,” which Probablg refersto

\/erses 15-17

others through a ministry of

15. T he Psalmist’s gratitudc is exPresscc{ well B3 the Psa]mist’s and declaration of
God’s Praise.

16. |nadditionto generosity and gratitude, a genuine exPerience of God’s grace also 9ielcls

or a “broken and contrite heart.”

\/erse 18-19

17. | heeffect of verses 18-19is to Provide a_ ___ conclusion to a prayer that has been

voiced exclusive|9 in the first person.

18. Fsalm 51 suggests that corPorate worsl’zip is and when itinvolves

gratitude to God, humi!itg before God, and generosit9 to others in God’s name.

|n preparation for next week read Psalm 63
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Psalm 63
Discussion Questions

Read Psalm 63
1. Psalm 63 articulates clearly the psalmist’s urgent longing for God. How are
our longings and desires shaped by “our comfortable society?”

2. In what way does the love of God make a difference in your life today?

3. Itis with good reason, especially in verse 3, that Psalm 63 has been
associated with martyrs, like Martin Luther King, who valued God more than
life and gave up their lives rather than deny their testimonies. What would
you be willing to die for or live for? For help read | Corinthians 15:30-31.

4. In what ways has God been “your help?” Try to be as specific as possible.

5. Love Song is the title Konrad Schaefer gives to Psalm 63. Could you write a
love song or a love poem to God? Why or why not? If yes, try to write one.



